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SS  leader  Arthur  Flake  commemorated 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor  _ 

Second  in  a  series 

The  life  and  ministry  of  the  late 
Mississippi  Baptist  Arthur  Flake,  widely 
accepted  as  tne  father  of  the  modem 
Sunday  School  program,  was  aclmowl- 
edged  April  13  with  a  special  celebration  in 
his  honor  at  First  Church,  Winona,  where 
he  served  as  a  staffer  and  devised  his 
famous  formula  for  Sunday  School  growth. 

Although  Flake's  plan  was  first  imple¬ 
mented  in  the  early  part  of  the  20th  centu¬ 
ry,  virtually  every  ^uthem  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  student  today  is  still  required  to  study 
his  formula  for  growth. 

Members  of  me  Mississippi  Baptist  con¬ 
vention  Board  (MBCB),  who  met  earlier  in 
the  day  at  the  church,  were  among  die  450 
attendess  at  the  celebration. 

"We  are  excited  to  be  here,"  said  Kiely 
Young,  MBCB  Sunday  School  Director.  "We 
have  a  Strong  'growth  button'  as  Mississippi 
Baptists  prayOT  is  tiut  we  ^tinue  to 

i.  portrayed  in  a  'one-man  show  Iw  Jerry 
Mixon,  former  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Winona,  and  current  director  of  tf\e  MBCB 
Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Program 
Promotitm  Department 

Mixon  shared  bits  of  Flake's  personal  his¬ 
tory,  and  in  the  context  his  Hake  imper¬ 
sonation,  warned  that  85%  of  the  diurches  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  eidier 
at  a  plateau  or  are  losing  members.  Only 
14%  are  growing,  he  said,  but  only  because 
of  "sheep-swsqjping,"  or  getting  members 
from  omer  diurdtes.  Only  one  percent  are 
showing  actual  growth,  he  p(wted  out 

"We  nave  the  plan,  but  do  we  have  the 
passion?"  asked  Mixcm's  Flake  character. 

MBCB  Executive  Director-Tieasuier  Jim 
Futral  delivered  the  keynote  message. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  STEPS  WMpRMRMB,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Missisisppi 
Baptirt  Coi^tiw  Raatdjnjacksoa  shares  tbedusUlep  iij  growing  a  Sunday.Stbool^  dudrig 
the  Arthur  Flake  Celebration  at  First  Church,  Winona,  on  April  1 3.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


"Everyone  who  has  ever  been  a  part  of 
Sunday  School  has  been  a  part  erf  Arthur 
Flake's  dream,"  Futral  stated.  "Fkdse  saw 
t^t  the  Sunday  Schoerf  had  a  lack  of  direc¬ 
tion,  so  he  instiUed  his  passkxi  toere.  Tonight 
we're  not  here  to  gkxify  Arthur  Flake  but  tl^ 
God  that  touchea  Arthur  Flake's  life." 

Futr^  stated  that  one-h^  of 
Mississippi's  population  is  nM\  only 
unchtuxh^,  but  unsaved.  After  a  brief  bio¬ 
graphical  sketch  of  Flake,  Futral  said,  "It's 
going  to  take  one  thing  to  readi  our  state 
—  not  just  Flake's  formula,  but  how  Flake 
spelleci  Sunday  School  izrowtit:  W-O-R-K. 


book  aq?ires  to  blend  the  implementation  of 
th^  five  strategies  in  the  context  of  Flake's 
original  formula,  revised  for  a  new  century. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
MBCB  Sunday  School  Department  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jacksdh,  hC  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-329^1  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651  ext.  291. 
E-mail:cdaydinbcb.org.  _  ^ 


School  class  that  grew  inside  dfe 
four  walls  of  the  classroom," 
Futral  }X)inted  out.  '7esus  sends 
us  forth  to  sow  file  seeds." 

While  the  convention  board 
met  earlier  in  the  day,  the  MBCB 
Sunday  School  Department  host¬ 
ed  two  conferences: 

•  A  Coach's  Guide  to  Sunday 

School  a  Sunday  School  director's 
manual,  taught  by  John 

Qendinning,  consultant  in  file 
MBCB  Sunday  Schoerf  Department 

•  During  me  concurrent  equqv 


IN  CELEBRATION  —  L.  Graham  Smith,  church  music  director  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  leads  the  combined  choirs  of  several  area  churches  during  tne  Arthur 
Flake  Celebration  April  1 3  at  First  Church,  Winona.  More  than  450  Mississippi  Baptists  gath¬ 
ered  to  commemorate  Flake,  a  former  staffer  at  First  Church,  Winona,  who  is  widely  consid¬ 
ered  the  father  of  the  modem  Sunday  School  program.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Pbrkins  Jr.) 


the  new  piece.  Flake's  Formula  for 
the  Future,  was  introduced.  Hus 
revised  and  amplified  version  of 
Flake's  1922  classic.  Building  a 
Standard  Sunday  Sdiocrf,  will  be 
tai^t  in  churches  statewide. 

iihe  interactive  workbook 
includes  sections  covering  fiie  five 
functions  of  file  church:  wexship, 
Bible  study /disdpleship,  evange¬ 
lism,  minis^,  and  fellowship.  Tne 


INSIDE  FLAKE  — Jerry  MHron,  stewardship 
director  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  Jackson,  pextr^  Sunday  Schcx>l  pio¬ 
neer  Arthur  Flake  during  a  celebratkxi  of 
Flake's  ministry  April  13  at  First  Church, 
Wincxia.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Berkii^  Jr.) 


Pray  like  it's  World  War  III 


Mimypemle  bom  in  the  years  after 
Wond  War  D  are  not  aware  ti\at 
die  debate  in  political  and  acade¬ 
mic  circles  over  what  to  name  ttie  war  raged 
for  years  bdfore  Worid  War  II  became  ttie  for¬ 
mal,  accepted  name.  Likewise,  World  War  I 
hasn't  always  been  World  War  L  Before  the 
name  of  World  War  n  was  settied  upon. 
World  War  I  was  known  as  The  Great  War. 

It  seems  that  we  often  don't  know  we've 
been  in  a  world  war  imtil  long  after  its  coti- 
clusirm,  and  such  a  situation  appears  to  be 
in  the  making  even  as  this  commenUury  is 
being  written.  Could  we  presently  be  in  the 
midst  of  World  War  HI? 

It's  iK>t  an  exaggeration  to  rvote 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Attipriran  anSi  hy  a  fntipign  hpIligpTpnt  The  soldiers  in  the  field  and  their  f am-  outcome  of  this  world  war,  like  the  out- 
sirKe  the  War  of  ISlZihis  present  '  ilieis*  know  we're  in  a  world  war.  We  come  of  the  two  world  wars  that  came 
Arar  has  resulted  in  tire  toppling  of  civilians  back  in  the  States,  secure  in  our  before,  will  literally  detemune  the  direcbon 
wo  radic^  regimes  that  were  directly  air-conditioned  living  rooms  awaiting  of  the  hunran  race  for  a  lone  time  to  come, 
nvolved  in  tiie  devastating  events  of  the  start  of  another  Major  League  base-  forces  of  darkness  succeed . 

) /ll,  witti  more  sudi  actions  to  come,  ball  season  on  our  big  screen  televisions,  Christians  should  be  praying  right  now,  as 
present  war  has  resulted  in  are  the  ones  who  seem  to  be  having  the  earnestly  and  heartfelt  as  in  the  worst  days 
deaths  of  many  brave  and  selfless  problem  believing  it.  of  any  other  war,  that  such  will  not  be  the 

m  soldiers,  who  deemed  it  more  Beleaguered  and  outnumbered  case.  Only  God  can  deliver  us. 
nt  to  take  the  fij^t  Are  enemy  on  thdr  Christians  in  some  of  the  planet's  most  hos-  If  the  Bible  teaches  us  any  lesson,  it 
»und  rattier  wart  until  the  enemy  had  tile  areas  know  we're  in  World  War  m.  It's  teaches  us  that  those  wlw  rely  on  their  own 
ight  cwi  American  ground.  ttiose  of  us  sitting  in  our  padded  pews  every  power  will  f^.  There  is  only  one  power 

■present  war  inarguably  has  many  Sunday,  anxiously  checking  wristwatches  that  can  deliver  us  from  this  great  evil 
umarks  of  a  world  war.  Yes,  we  are  while  our  ample  bellies  ^owl  for  the  buffets  called  war,  as  we  traverse  a  modem  valley 
d  War  in  even  if  ttie  name  h^  yet  to  awaiting  us  at  our  favorite  restaurants,  that  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Pray  for  deliverance.  Pray  honestly.  Pray 
jral  and  hard.  Pray  for  however  long  it  takes.  Just 
that  the  start  praying  now. 
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iirto  45,000  diurches  form  a  net-  simply  a 
work  of  witnesses  committed  to  system  f 
fulfilling  ttie  Great  Commission,  bonal  eff 
At  least  once  a  year  we  should  tion,  and 
pause  to  consoda  some  of  ttie  answer  ii 
nctors  wh^  make  us  success-  ttie  Coo] 
fill  as  Great  Commissionaries.  dyiyunic 
Rrst,  ttie  Go^l  of  Christ  is  wWA  oi 
marvelous.  The  p>ower  of  grace,  spiritual 
the  invitation  to  receive  ' 
ness,  and  ttie  hc^  etc 
just  cannot  be  ovc 


ir  prayera^apB|OTH«J^^H^muve  rrogram  as  a  i-o< 
intentiot^arfFJllTn  1 1  past  Long  term  it's 

ive-  ly  combined  to  t>6t  enthusiasm  for  ] 

life  upside  down,  then  tJaWwCT  is  3k  Ayrxy^ative  Program  rail 

■jed  yes.  A  resoimdiffi  it'fnft  the  freshest  idea  old 

ceoftheHoly  The  truth  tattStBfcXWB;  arliod  the  block  Other  ^ 

our  lives  and  when  the  Cooperltii^^^ngwm.  iKMppnM  to  B^tist  life  have  Prc 
i  the  body  of  was  first  adopt^  the  details  of  how  to 

us  to  be  afec-  Baptists  were  able  t^cpMom  Sfe  Ci^p4hitive  Program  opei^  efn 

Third,  the  very  little  in  world  diilw  from  ttie  per^jectiye  Prc 

•am  has  given  Our  mission  agendes  gftldsforical  in^Hirfiuioe  a  its  us 

finandal  via-  debt  and  our  churches  were  missions  functiaiality.  As  a  em 
ex  system  of  inundated  witti  solicitors  mak-  result  our  collaboratim  is  weak-  cor 
ice.  ing  coundess  appeals  for  funds,  ened  if  not  placed  in  jeopardy  of  sio 

compare  the  When  we  agreed  to  build  a  mis-  failing  because  we  have  fost  s^it  ya 
ram  wifo  the  sions  collaboration  by  combining  of  its  value  to  keep  us  "on  mis-  of 
»ly  feirit?  The  .  our  ofi^rings,  then  our  efiective-  sion"  in  ttie  twenty-first  centu^.  wc 
I  upon  our  "  ness  became  apparent  and  our  Beyond  the  Cooperative  eig 
of  the  convention  griw  to  ttie  size  of  Program's  historical  etfe^ve-  wa 
jam.  If  you  the  largest  evangelical  mission-  ness,  its  interactive  potential  fiw  wii 
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Beyond  the  Wall 


Prayer  effort  aimed  at  lost  youth  worldwide 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A  and  pray.  It  was  during  that  "The  call  to 
network  of  youth  ministries  time  of  prayer  that  the  Holy  call, 
and  missions  organizations  Spirit  came  in  great  power,  Kindi] 
has  issued  a  call  to  prayer  and  the  church  was  bom." 
challenging  student  groups  Prayer  is  the  first  step 
across  the  world  to  spend  a  toward  a  worldwide  move- 
night  in  prayer  for  2.1  billion  ment  of  God’s  Spirit  among 
teenagers,  most  of  whom  young  people,  said  Richard 
have  never  even  heard  the  Ross  of  Southwestern 
Good  News  of  God's  love.  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth,  one  of 
A  Whole  Night  for  the  the  founders  of  the  True  Love 
Whole  World,  aims  to  unite  Waits  sexual  abstinence  pro¬ 
millions  of  young  people  gram  that  has  made  a  signifi- 
around  the  globe  in  prayer  cant  impact  on  young  people 
Saturday  May  29  for  global  around  the  world.  pray 

revival  in  their  generation,  "In  1804  and  1805,  prayer  Thes: 

said  Kelly  Davis,  a  student  ignited  revival  among  students  C _  _  _  _ _ _ 

rnobUizaHon  consultant  for  in  the  Second  Great  Awakerung  and  follow  HinT  in  Luke  V.23.  V 

Southerri  Baptist  Inter-  and  pfopelled  thousands  to  the  He  calls  them  to  go  into  all  the 

Mission  Board.  nations  with  the  Gospel,"  Ross  world  and  make  disciples  in  X 

Everywhere  I  go,  I  meet  said.  "A  century  later,  in  1904  Matthew  28:19-20. 
young  people  whose  hearts  and  1905,  prayer  was  a  major  "Christian  leaders  simply 
are  broken  over  the  lostness  factor  in  bringing  revival  echo  a  louder  voice,  and  in  call- 
of  tneir  generation,  Davis  among  students  m  tne  Global  ing  for  a  whole  night  for  the 

I  1A7  ij  ■  Awakening  —  and  thousands  whole  world,  that  is  exactly  ing  with  others  to  rea 

Whole  World  IS  a  call  to  reach  more  were  propelled  to  the  what  we  are  doing."  Tarahumara  There  v 

this  generation,  in  this  gener-  nations  with  the  Gospel.  A  night  of  prayer  could  Tarahumara  young  i 

ation,  by^is  generation.  "Now,  another  century  later,  bring  an  entire  generation  into  coming  to  Chnst  in  thi 

May  29  IS  the  mght  before  I  sense  God  is  moving  in  an  alignment  with  God's  heart  for  eration  as  a  result  < 
I  entecost,  a  time  of  great  sym-  unusual  way  among  students  the  nations  and  make  a  major  prayers  and  vision  of  a 
bolism  for  Christians  around  again.  As  w^.5ee_students  call  difference  all  over  the  world,  nigh  youth  group*" 

ff'emselves  to  worldwide  said  Susie  Lipps,  director  of  weblite  Tor  A 

.  r  M  ascension,  Jesus  prayer  on  May  29,  we  shout,  "next  generation"  mobilization  Night  for  the  Whole  ' 

told  His  followers  to  assemble  Come,  Lord,  and  do  it  again!’"  for  http://www.wynet.org,  http:/ /  wholenight 

■ - 1 - - — ^ - '■"'r-L  Wycliffe  s  international  youtii  offers  ideas  and  resour 

‘  4  network.  youth  groups  that  wan 

irznniv  ■  €  "A  few  years  ago,  a  junior  part  of  the  worldwide 

'  ^  high  group  from  Philadelphia  of  prayer.  It  also  prov 

'  ®  mission  trip  to  a  town  place  to  register  a  g 

iSIk.  Mexico.  The  kids  were  so  mtention  to  participate 


prayer  is  God's  that  evangelism  and  disciple- 
not  man  s,"  said  Scott  ship  was  going  to  be  difficult 
g,  youth  ministry  consul-  because  the  Scripture  hadn’t 
tant  for  the  Georgia  Baptist  been  translated  into  that  lan- 
Convention  in  Atlanta.  guage  —  but  they  didn't  give 

"I  would  be  very  uncomfort-  up,  because  by  then  the  whole 
able  calling  this  generation  to  church  was  on  board  with  the 
pray  a  whole  mght  for  the  vision  of  reaching  the 
whole  world  if  it  was  just  my  Tarahumara. 
idea,"  he  said.  "I  am  very  enthu-  "To  make  a  long  story 
siastic  about  echoing  a  call  that  short,  Wycliffe  help^  them 
a  more  powerful  and  potent  get  the  ^ripture  translated 
voice  already  has  issued.  and  now  this  church  is  work- 

"God  calls  our  students  to 
y  without  ceasing  in  1 
-.lessalonians  5:17.  He  calls  ^ 

them  to  take  up  their  crosses 
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BAPTISTS 


Ifeme  Mission  Board  directors  adopt  a  statement  condemning  universal- 
ism  in  their  annual  ^ning  meeting,  whik  rejecting  a  request  to  study  whether 
Masons  should  be  prohibited  frcxn  serving  as  home  tnissionaties.  "May  this 
forever  and  eternally  be  very  dear;"  said  board  chairman  Brad  Alien,  follow¬ 
ing  the  uiranimous  vote  to  accept  the  statement 


A  tranado  strikes  Water  Valley,  taking  out  about  half  of  the  town,  includ¬ 
ing  homes,  businesses,  and  most  of  Krst  Church.  According  to  Pastor  Gm 
R^y,  "I  realized  from  the  nt^  I  was  in  trouble,"  as  he  was  in  the  chura 
sanctuary  at  time.  Reedy  escaped  with  orJy  mirror  cuts  aixl  abraskxrs. 


James  T.  9iirl^,  chariman  of  the  local  publicity  committee  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  St  Louis,  warns:  "Mert 
leave  your  white  shoes  and  Panama  hats  at  home,  else  many  a  luitive  will 
see  you  and  say.  Look,  there  goes  another  man  frran  the  south' ...  White 
shoes  and  straw  hats  aren't  worn  much  in  St.  Louis  in  June." 


April  22,  2004 
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Pickering:  struggle  is  undeway  for  future 


Pickering,  a  U.S.  District  Judge  for  12 
years  and  the  father  of  Mississmpi 
Congressman  Chip  Pickering  (R),  said  he 
endured  a  seemingly  never-ending 
stream  of  requests  for  obscure  docu¬ 
ments.  "Demands  for  documents  came 
late  in  the  evening  or  at  the  beginning  of 
a  weekend.  I  believe  they  were  trying  to 
make  the  process  so  difficult  and  urmleas- 
ant  that  I  would  withdraw,"  he  said. 

"The  number  one  reason  I  was  opposed 
was  (my  personal  record  of  opposition  to) 
abortion.  Once  the  attack  was  made,  1  felt  1 
had  to  defend  my  name,  and  what  was  hap¬ 
pening  was  an  abuse  of  the  process,"  he  said. 

"1  was  criticized  for  one  Bible  ^ote  in 
4,000  opinions  (as  a  federal  judge).  The  Old 
Testament  has  been  quoted  no  less  than  15 
times  in  Supreme  Court  decisions,  includ¬ 
ing  quotes  from  Justices  Thurgood 
Marshall  and  Earl  Warren,"  Pickering  said. 

"I  decided,  Tf  I  am  confirmed,  l  will 
praise  God.  If  I  am  not  confirmed,  I  will 
praise  God.'  The  thing  that  sustained  me 
was  my  faith;  the  ei\couragement,  support, 
and  oravers  of  so  manv  people;  and  know- 


ered  for  the  first  Mississippi  College  Good 
Friday  Prayer  Breakfast  April  8  on  the 
Baptist-affiliated  school's  Clmton  campus. 

Pickering,  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Laurel,  ana  former  two-term  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  was 
assailed  by  liberals  during  his  confirmation 
hearings  for  his  religious  beliefs  and  strong 
pro-life  stance,  and  accused  of  practicing 
racism.  Detractors  even  combed  through 
his  40-year-old  law  school  class  work  and 
his  presidential  addresses  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  in  hopes 
of  finding  information  that  might  derail  nis 
nomination  by  President  George  W.  Bush 
to  the  seat  on  the  Fifth  Circuit. 

Senate  Judiciary  Committee  Democrats, 
who  enjoyed  a  majority  on  the  committee 
at  the  time  of  Pickering's  first  confirmation 
hearing,  voted  not  to  recommend  him  to 
the  full  Senate.  When  Republicans  became 
the  majority  on  the  committee  several 
months  later  and  voted  to  recommend 
Pickering  to  the  full  Senate,  Democratic  fil¬ 
ibusters  prevented  the  full  Senate  from  vot- 
ing^on  the  nomination. 

Bush  finally  used  his  power  of  recess 
^pointment  to  place  Pickering  on  the 
Fifth  Circuit,  but  Senate  Democrats  and 
liberal  groups  like  People  for  the 
American  Way  —  "the  antithesis  of  any 
issue  that  might  have  the  support  of  the 
Christian  right,"  Pickering  said  —  are 
expected  to  renew  their  opposition  in  the 
next  congressional  session.  ■ 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


His  brutal  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
opponents  in  the  U.S.  Senate  during  his  con¬ 
firmation  hearings  for  a  seat  on  the  Fifth 
U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  i'^peals  has  convinced 
Charles  W.  Pickering  Sr.  that  a  battle  for  the 
moral  future  of  the  country  is  underway. 

"Make  no  mistake  about  it  —  there  is  a 
great  struggle  going  on  today  for  the 
hearts,  minds,  and  souls  of  the  American 
people,"  Pickering  told  the  audience  gath- 


MC  ADDRESS  —  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  President  Lee 
Royce  (right)  welcomes  Fifth 
U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
Judge  Charles  W.  Pickering  Sr. 
of  Laurel  to  the  Baptist-affiliated 
school's  Clinton  campus  for  the 
first  MC  Good  Friday  Prayer 
Breakfast  on  April  8.  Pickering 
was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the 
event.  (BR  photo  by  William  H. 
F^erkins  jr.) 


Baptist  youth  feel  hunger,  up  close  and  personal 


Carrolton  Church.  "My  kid's 
name  was  Oscar,  and  I  was  able 
to  pray  for  him  all  weekend." 

Mandie  Land,  a  member  of 
First,  Itta  Bena,  said,  "I  still 
have  my  name  tag.  I  still  pray 
Armys  church  building.  Two  for  Edison  but  he  may  have 
teams  conducted  canned  food  already  starved  to  death.  We'd 
drives  in  front  of  local  grocery  do  this  all  again  in  a  heartbeat." 
stores  two  teams  conducted  a  "If  you're  a  part  of  a  youth 
door-to-door  food,  clothing,  eind  group,  then  I'cf  really  encour- 
”  age  you  to  do  this,"  said 

Amanda  Brown,  a  member  of 
Immanuel  Church.  "It  really 

tave  us  a  taste  of  what  these 
ids  go  through  all  day." 

Omer  personal  testimonies 
collected  at  the  end  of  the  event 
were  just  as  positive.  "I  have 
everything  you  could  possibly 
ask  for  and  don't  appreciate  it,’' 
We  had  wrote  one  youth.  "I  realize  how 
truly  blessed  I  am." 

Another  youth  wrote,  "This 
expjerience  has  humbled  me  in  a 
way  only  God  can  do.  This  fast 
has  given  me  a  hunger  to  do 
more  for  the  less  fortunate." 


impact  on  the  problem  of  world  Saturday  morning 
hunger.  The  youth  not  only  in  prayer  arid  devoff 
raised  money  to  help  combat  the  group  split  into  10 
ississippi  world  hunger,  but  also  gained  a  ^  ‘ 

abunaant  deeper  understanding  of  how  it 
»asic  food  feels  to  experience  hunger, 
horn  why  Kevin  Smith,  minister  of 
f  go  with-  music  at  host  Immanuel 
jd  period.  Church,  heard  of  the  event 

ids  heard  through  a  brochure,  and  was  stores  two  teams  conducted  a 
ling  and  persuaded  that  by  combinini 
izy,"  said  the  resources  of  other  locm  toy  scavenger  hunt.  Two  teams 
ember  of  churches  that  a  significant  went  door-to-door  offering  free 
ood.  amount  of  money  could  be  yard  raking.  Two  teams  con- 

30ut  100  raised.  ducted  free  car  washes.  The  cul- 

Church,  The  event  began  Friday  after  mination  Ccime  at  6:30  Saturday 
urch,  Itta  lunch,  the  last  meal  before  the  evening,  when  the  fast  ended 
Church,  event.  The  students  enjoyed  and  the  kids  were  allowed  to  eat. 
Zarrolton  worship  services  Friday  evening  "Fasting  is  taught  in  the 
ilton;  and  wiffi  a  live  praise  band;  heard  a  Bible,"  said  Mary  Kathryn 
Church,  former  missionary  to  Africa;  Fondren,  a  member  of  North 
!d  to  go  played  games;  watched  videos;  Greenwood  Church 
hours  on  ana  participated  in  other  activi-  pictures  of  the  kids  we  were 
ties.  A  touching  funeral  service  noping  to  help,  and  that  really 
mine,  an  was  held  to  mourn  the  loss  of  got  to  some  people." 
ordinated  the  29,000  children  who  had  "We  wore  name  tags  that  had 
m,  allows  died  that  day  to  hunger  and  the  pictures  of  the  Kids,  said 

Sara  Clark,  a  member  of  North 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


students  to  make  a  significant  hunger-relai 


Over  100  students  from  five  churches  in  the  Greenwood  area  fasted  for  30  hours,  collected 


HUNGER  RELIEF  CAMPAIGN  —  Over  100  students  from  five  churches  in  the  Greenwood  area  fasted  tor  30  hours,  collected 
pledges  for  World  Vision  hunger  relief,  and  participated  in  community  service  work  during  the  30  Hour  Famine,  hosted  at 
Immanuel  Church,  Greenwood,  on  Feb.  27-28.  The  group  raised  over  $17,000  for  world  hunger.  (Special  to  the  Baptist  Record) 
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No  Choice 

Sometimes,  when  we  are 
faced  with  decisions  we  have 
the  luxury  of  time,  thought, 
and  contemplation  in  an  effort 
to  discover  what  we  ought  to 
do  and  what  would  be  the  wis- 


may  recall  when  you  felt  the 
call  of  the  cross  to  oe  saved,  or 
you  may  remember  the  unusu¬ 
al  experience  of  God  calling 
you  to  serve.  The  dilemma  of 
delay  is  two-fold.  Sometimes 
puttmg  it  off  is  only  a  mask  for 
refusal  tmd  sometimes  the  well- 
meaning  delay  results  in 
missed  opportunities. 

—  •  A  second  aspect  of  the  "no 

choice"  arena  of  Christian  living 
ould  has  to  do  with  the  future.  If  you 
days  are  going  to  serve  God  it  is  going 
that  to  be  in  the  future.  Do  you  reaJ- 
.  We  ize  that  none  of  us,  not  one,  can 
why  do  one  thing  for  the  Lord  in  the 
past!  Everything  that  God  is 
3d  is  going  to  do  with  you,  for  you, 
and  mrough  you,  and  for  His  gloiy  is 
it  is  going  to  be  in  the  future.  Yet, 
K,  as  many  saints  have  been  encapsu- 
irist,  latea  in  the  past.  It  really  does 
zone  not  matter  wnat  part  of  me  past 
ady-  holds  you  whether  it  is  the 
paiifful  memories  of  a  bad  expe- 
you  rience,  or  the  glorious  thougjits 
Its  of  of  great  success,  if  you  are 
cau^t  in  the  web  of  either  you 
you  are  shrmied  by  the  past  and  are 
ill  to  of  little  use  to  the  future. 

>?our  From  this  very  moment 
call  every  witness  that  will  be  bom, 
comes  clearly  through  His  every  missionary  that  will  ^ 
Word,  or  is  shaped  by  the  cir-  sent,  every  dollar  that  will  be 
cumstances  of  life,  or  is  a  clear  given,  every  battle  that  will  be 
impression  of  His  Spirit  in  your  fought,  every  song  that  will  be 
heart,  or  even  a  combination  of  sung,  every  sermon  that  will  be 
the  above.  The  believer  is  preached,  every  kindness  that 
brought  into  the  "no  choice"  will  be  expressed,  and  every 
area  of 'living.  Just  a  relaxed  kingdom  advance  will  take 
walk  through  Scripture  brings  place  in  the  future.  We  had  brt- 
you  again  and  again  to  saihts  ter  get  there  and  not  wait  long 
hearing  from  Goa  and  standing  in  doing  so. 
at  the  "no  choice"  point:  •  One  final  thought  about 

Abraham  to  leave  Ur  of  the  living  in  the  "no  choice"  zone  is 
Chaldeans;  Moses  to  obey  God  to  remember  that  if  we  are 
at  the  burning  bush;  Jonah  to  going  to  serve  God  our  service 
go  to  Ninev^;  Matthew  to  will  begin,  continue,  and  cuirni- 
leave  the  receipt  of  customs;  or  nate  in  a  living  relationship 
Jesus  praying  m  the  garden.  with  Jesus  Christ!  So  lets  make 
Many  who  are  reading  this  the  choice  and  go  with  Him! 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


TOUCHING  LIVES  — 
Carol  Wilson  (standing,  right) 
of  Louisville,  a  volunteer  with 
Touch  Louisville  multihousing 
ministry  in  Louisville,  explains 
the  Resurrection  ^g  story 
children  who  live  in  Twin  Pine 
Apartments  in  Louisville.  Toni 
Swindoll  (standing,  left)  looks 
on.  (BR  special  photo) 


Touch  Louisville  kicks  off  multihousing  ministry 

contact  Ed  Deuschle,  Church  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3224, 
Planting  Director,  Mississfopi  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  224.  E-mail: 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-  edeuschle@mbcb.org. 


LOUISVILLE,  Miss  (Special)  manufactured  housing,  public 
—  The  Touch  Louisville  housing,  and  senior  nousing. 
Multihousing  Ministry  got  off  McNairy  shared  many  aston- 
to  a  great  start  at  their  first  ishing  statistics  in  regard  to  the 
event  April  10,  with  an  Easter  numrer  of  unchurched  people 
Egg  Hunt  for  the  children  who  who  live  in  multihousing  envi- 
live  in  and  around  Eiland  Plaza  ronments.  It  is  estimated  that 
and  Twin  Pine  Apartments  in  90%  of  those  who  live  in  multi- 
Louisville.  There  were  63  chil-  housing  areas  do  not  attend 
dren  who  registered  at  Eiland  church.  The  concept  behind 
Plaza  to  play  games,  listen  to  multihousing  ministry  is  to  take 
the  story  of  the  resurrection  of  church  to  tfie  people. 

Jesus,  hunt  Easter  eggs,  and  At  the  February  19  confer- 
enjoy  refreshments.  Tv^  Pine  ence,  McNairy  said,  "Many 
Apartments  had  15  children  mul^ousing  comirunities  eas- 
wno  did  the  same  activities  on  ily  have  2,000  residents  or  more, 
the  grounds  of  the  Winston  When  ff\e  International  Minion 
Association  in  Louisville.  Board  discovers  a  new  people 

Two  months  ago  Tim  and  of  2,000,  what  do  they 

Lori  Burt,  members  of  South  do?  They  get  a  missionary  to  go 
Louisville  Church,  Louisville,  there.  Vwhave  to  recognize  the 
heard  a  presentation  during  a  people  groups  right  here  in  our 
conference  at  Lake  Tiak  OKhata  miast  and  minister  to  them." 
by  Chris  McNairy,  a  multihous-  For  more  information  on 
ing  missions  speaalist  wiffi  die  Touch  Louisville,  contact  the 
North  American  Mission  Board  Burts  at  (662)  779^16'or  email 
in  Atlanta.  The  conference  was  touchlouisville@yahoo.com.  The 
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Homucomincs  &  Revivals 


Just  eok  the  Record 


i4i^ng:  Jiinies  Merritt  •  Anchonnen  •  Jimiw  J.ickson 
Dixie  Echoes  ♦  Jeff  Alien  •  Dick  Ttioniassirin  •  Miclioel  Combs 


Salem,  Kempen  dioectorj  the  church  meets  in 

Homecoming  May  2;  worsnip,  the  chapel  portion  of  Wesley 
10:30  a.m.;  a  pot  luck  dinner  will  Biblical  Seminary;  C 
be  served;  Jeffrey  Creekmore  Wolfe,  pastor, 
and  The  Southern '  Heritage, 

singing;  Jerry  Jones,  pastor.  Immanuel,  ;  Cleveland: 

^ Revival  April  25-28;  Sunday, 
Harmontown, ‘Como:  Tent  11  a.m.  and  5  'p.m.; 
Crusade  May  2-5;  music  begins  Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m 
nightly  at  o:30  p.m.  and  the  Taylor,  Harvest 
Crusade  begins  at  7  p.m.  Ministp^,  Q 

gelist; 

Ethel,  Attala:  Revival  April  Just  Jesus 
25-28;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-  Lucedale, 

Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wayne  and  Tma  Arinder,  pastor. 

Hudson,  Complete  in  Christ 

Ministries,  will  lead  services;  Bethel,  Columbus:  April  25- 
all  are  welcome;  nurseiy  will  28;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
be  provided;  for  more  informa-  Mon.-Wea.,  7  p.m.;  Ron 

tion,  call  (662)  674-5211.  Harrison,  East  Side  Church, 

Pearl,  evangelist;  John  Mark 
Grace,  Philadelphia:  Jolly,  Cullman,  Ala.,  music; 
Revival  April  26-28;  Mon.-Fri.  Walter  Butler,  pastor;  nursery 
7  p.m.;  Danny  Lanier,  guest  will  be  provided;  for  more  infor- 
evangelist;  Chris  Vowell,  mation,  contact  (662)  327-2111  or 
interim  pastor.  bethel_baptist@msn.com. 


Greg  with  a  picnic  lunch  to  follow; 
Roy  Hawkins  and  Adam 
Blair,  preaching;  Megan 
Walters,  Ole  time  Hymn 
Singing,  music;  for-^  more 
Mon.-  information,  contact  ’4662) 
.;  Don  674-5529  or  carsonridji^ell- 
Time  south.net. 
evan- 

Oftingham,  Union,  Raleigh:  Centelmial 
Ministries,  Celebration  May  30;  worship, 
music;  Tommy  10:30  a.m.;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  782-4599. 


Yandell  Road  '‘^ChUrch, 
Gluckstadt,  has  called  Josh  Dear 
as  nunister  of  youth/assodate 

S' or.  Dear  attended  Belhaven 
ege  and  Beeson  Divinity 
School.  He  is  involved  in  Mission 
Mississippi  and  is  co-authoring  a 
book  with  Dolphus  Weary,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Mission 
Mississippi.  Yandell  Road 
Church  has  also  called  Gwen 
Buigess,  Rid^land,  as  accompa¬ 
nist.  Aufoor  Comans  is  pastor. 


The  women's  ministry  of 
First  Church,  Louisville,  will 
hold  a  Beth  Moore  Live 
Simulcast  M^  15  from  9:30 
a.m.-2  p.m.  To  register,  call 
(662)  775-6246. 

The  Senior  Adult  Women's 
Sunday  Sdiool  of  First  Church, 
McLauiin  spcmsored  a  kitchen 
shower  Marm  30. 


•  SAVE  THESE  DATES  • 

Ministbrs  State  Championship  2-Man  Scramble 
October  11  -12, 2004 
Lake  Caroune  Golf  Course  •  Madison,  MS 
RsasTRATiON  Cards  Mailh>  In  August 


CA$TIEI¥OOOS  baptist  CHURCH  in 

Bnndon,  MS  is  seeking  a  mature  Christian 
individual  or  couple  to  make  a  long-tenn 
commitment  to  serve  as  youth  leaderts)  on 
a  bi-vocadonal  bads.  Please  mail  your 
resume  to:  175  Sisrtacasde  Drive, 
Brandon,!  ,  'MS  39047  or,  email 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

CALLTODAY 1-800  37(F6180 

a  LifSeWay  Discount 

•  16  to  42  Passenger 

•  IVade-ins  Welcome 


CaANDimW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
900  S.  Pearson  Road,  Pe^l,  Miss., 

music 


seeks  bi-vocational  minister 
Call  (601)939-4215. 

WBT  LAUaa  SAFniT  ch 
actxpdng  applications  for  full-time  pastor. 
Masters  degiw  and  five  (5)  years  experi¬ 
ence  prefcned.  Send  resume  and  letter  of 
interest  to:  West  Laurel  Baptist  Church, 
1400  W.  5th  Street,  Ijairel,  MS  39440, 
tfn:  Mel  Odom,  by  May  29, 2004. 


Oct  o.b  e  r  1  8-20 

Smoky  Mountain  Convention  Center 


p  Since  1953 

www.carpeiiterbu8.com 


Ask  for  free  Information  or  register  todoyl 
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